
Somerset flooding

Somerset has flooded for centuries, in many places and in many ways. 

The worst incident ever known was in January 1607, when around 200 

square miles of Somerset were submerged, plus other areas adjoining the 

Bristol Channel. Around 2,000 people died. 

More than 4000 events are recorded in the Somerset Historical Flooding 

Database. Hardly anywhere in Somerset is more than a few miles from 

somewhere that has flooded and places that have not been directly 

affected by flooding have still been affected indirectly. The result is a 

county whose folk memory is riddled with anxieties about flooding. 

Across Somerset floods continue to occur. In January 2023, for example, a 

Major Incident was declared on the Somerset Levels and Moors, following 

a period of very wet weather - the eighth wettest since 1891. Extensive 

flooding was averted by rain suddenly giving way to a period of unusually 

dry weather (less than two centimetres in six weeks), and by a massive 

programme of Environment Agency pumping.
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Have your say on Somerset Rivers 
Authority’s proposed new Strategy 

and Flood Action Plan for 2024-2034
Give us your views about what we should be 

doing over the next 10 years, at
srastrategy.co.uk, by 31 December 2023.

visit www.srastrategy.co.uk


